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Dr. Caroline Merithew








Winter 2008

Office Address: 439 Humanities Building

Office Phone: 229-3047

Email Address: Caroline.Merithew@notes.udayton.edu
Office Hours: Mon 1-2:30 and Wed 1-2:30 and by appointment 

Website: academic.udayton.edu/CarolineMerithew 

History 351: Women and Gender in America

Course Description:

In History 351, we explore women’s lives through the lenses of similarity and difference from the American Revolution to the present.  Key to the course is the idea that gender is historically constructed but also that this concept has very real implications for women’s social, political, and cultural experiences.  Because women’s history is inseparable from U.S. history, the course embeds the topic in the larger national framework. History 351 is organized chronologically and thematically so that the class can assess both change over time and revisit subjects – such as citizenship, power, resistance, patriarchy, race relations, ethnic identity, and class difference -- which have shaped women’s day to day existence.  The course has been designed to meet the following goals: to introduce students to important concepts in the field of women’s and gender history; to teach students how to read, understand, and analyze primary and secondary sources; and to encourage students to make connections between themes in this course and their other classes at UD.

Required Reading:

Linda Kerber, Women’s America

Harriet Jacobs, The Incidents of a Life of a Slave Girl

Karen Tintori, Unto the Daughters

Jeanne Wakatsuki, Farewell to Manzanar
Bettina Aptheker, Intimate Politics

Grading:

Social Movements Paper and Presentation
25% (23% for paper 2% pres.)

Midterm Exam




21.5%

Final Exam




21.5%

Lecture Review




5%

In Class Writing



12% (3% for each)

Class Participation and Response Papers

15%

Course Policies:

· Bring Kerber’s Women’s America to class on all days except for which the Midterm and In Class Writings are scheduled

· You must attend each class.  Two-thirds of your participation grade is based on the following: (1) how well you incorporate readings and other course material into discussion, (2) your ability to clearly present your ideas and insights to the class, and (3) your willingness to listen to and interact with classmates to further understanding of the course material.  If you are not in class, you will not be able to meet these demands and your grade will suffer.  Students missing more than 2 classes during the semester will receive an automatic 5% reduction from their entire course grade for each additional class missed (e.g. miss 3 classes, 5% will be taken off your final grade; miss 4 classes, 10% will be taken off your final grade, etc.) 

· You cannot think if you do not read and you cannot write if you do not think.  The more you read, the clearer your thoughts will be. Therefore, you are required to do 5 Reading Response papers (RR) throughout the semester. You must hand in at least 3 of the 5 RR before the Midterm Exam. 

· You are responsible for doing readings for all days regardless of whether or not you turn-in a RR for a specific day.  If the class seems to be falling behind in reading, I will give pop-quizzes to get the class up to speed.

· All papers must be typed in 12 point font and double spaced and turned in to turnitin.com

· Arrive to class on time.  It is rude to your peers and to me to interrupt lecture or discussion by walking in late.

· Do not walk in and out of the room (unless you feel physically ill) during class. If you need to leave early or will arrive late notify me beforehand for permission to do so.

· Abidance of UD’s Honor Pledge is mandatory. Remind yourself of the pledge.

“I understand that as a student of the University of Dayton, I am a member of our academic and social community.  I recognize the importance of my education and the value of experiencing life in such an integrated community.  I believe that the value of my education and degree is critically dependent upon the academic integrity of the university community, and so in order to maintain our academic integrity, I pledge to: (1) Complete all assignments and examinations by the guidelines given to me by my instructors; (2) Avoid plagiarism and any other form of misrepresenting someone else's work as my own; (3) Adhere to the Standards of Conduct as outlined in the Academic Honor Code. In doing this, I hold myself and my community to a higher standard of excellence, and set an example for my peers to follow. 

· Note: UD’s Student Handbook defines plagiarism as the following:  “Quoting directly from any source of material – including other students’ work and materials purchased from research consultants – without appropriately citing the source and identifying the quoted material; knowingly citing an incorrect source; using ideas (i.e. material other than information that is common knowledge) from any source of material – including other students’ work and materials purchased from research consultants – without citing the source and identifying the borrowed material.”  Student Handbook, Academic Information, p. 36)


If you have questions regarding plagiarism, please see me.

If you engage in any type of academic dishonesty, you will receive an F for the course.  For more information on the university’s policies and penalties for academic dishonesty, see: http://www/udayton.edu/~studev/studenthandbook/
Assignment Explanations                 








Exams – The Midterm Exam will be made up of essay and objective sections. The Final is a take home exam and will include a critical essay response to readings that are included with it.


In Class Writings – Two page essay responses to questions about Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl, Unto the Daughters, Farewell to Manzanar and Intimate Politics. These questions will ask you to interpret a theme we have discussed by using evidence given in the narratives.  The following questions are examples of the types of questions you will be asked to answer for In Class Writings:  What did Harriet Jacobs have in common with women who participated at Seneca Falls?  Was Jeanne Wakatsuki’s mother asked to sacrifice in different ways than other American women during WWII and how was that sacrifice valued by contemporaries?


Lecture Review – You are required to go to one of the scheduled Women’s History Month Lectures on Wed March 11 or Monday March 16. The speakers are Professor Kathy Cummings (Notre Dame) and Professor Carrie Baker (Smith) – each prominent scholars in the field. Your Review will be a 2 page summary of the lecture’s argument and a connection to one secondary article we’ve read in class.

Reading Response Papers – essays of 1 ½ pages focusing on the readings in Kerber and on Electronic Reserve texts.  These readings highlight themes in lectures and each Response paper should use all the readings to focus on one of the themes. (Note: I’m looking for historical exploration rather than summary) Writing the Reading Responses will help you to prepare your thoughts for weekly discussions and to succeed on exams.  These papers make up 1/3 of your participation grade.
Because these RR papers are tied to your participation grade, you must be in class to hand them in -- the paper you hand in should be on the reading for that day.  I will NOT accept these papers at any other time (either before or after class).  Reading Responses put in my mailbox, emailed to me, or slipped under my office door will NOT be graded and will be discarded.  You may choose the days you will turn in the 5 RR.  Each RR should have a header at the top which includes a number (RR1, RR2, RR3, etc) and information on readings covered (e.g. Kerber, 1-23).


Social Movements Paper and Presentation – a research paper based on one of the Women and Social Movements website’s documents project.  Your presentation will be based on the paper and will be in collaboration with 2 partners. The paper is due exactly 2 weeks after you present unless you are in group 1, 6, and 10, 11, and 12. Group 1’s papers are due Feb 3, Group 6’s papers are due Feb 26 (rather than on the day of the midterm) and Groups 10-12 have a due date of Apr 14. If your paper is late I will deduct half a letter grade for each day it is late (e.g. If your paper is due on a Tuesday and you hand it in on Thursday, a full letter will grade will be deducted – an A will turn into a B -- and if you hand it in on Friday a grade and a half will be deducted – an A will turn into a B-, etc. I will hand out an assignment sheet with the details for the paper and presentation during the first week of class. A copy can be found on my website.
Semester Schedule

Week 1


T Jan 6: Course Introductions


Women and Social Movement (WSM) Paper Sign-up


R Jan 8: What is Women’s and Gender History?


Read: Kerber, 1-23

Week 2


T Jan 13: Women and the American Revolution


Read: Kerber, 114-128


WSM Group 1 (Paper Due Feb 3)



**Begin Reading Jacobs


R Jan 15: Domestic Ideals of the Middle Class

Read: Kerber, 153-164, 168-182, Electronic Reserve(ER) Sigourney’s “Home” and “Maternal Instruction” (Password – women)

Week 3


T Jan 20: Farm Girls and Factory Labor


Read: Kerber, 135-151, 165-167, Mary Paul Letters (ER)

             WSM Group 2 (Papers Due Feb 3)

R Jan 22: The Emergence of Women’s Rights


Read: Kerber, 193-219, 67-68


WSM Group 3 (Papers Due Feb 5)
Week 4


T Jan 27: Women and Chattel Slavery


Read: Kerber, 132-134, 233-234


In Class Writing 1

Discussion of Jacobs

           


R Jan 29: Not For Ourselves Alone

Read: Kerber, 247-252, 265-267


WSM Group 4 (Papers Due Feb 12)

**Begin Reading Tintori
Week 5


T Feb 3: Not For Ourselves Alone (con’t) and Discussion


ReRead: 247-252, 265-267

R Feb 5: The Reality of Race, Class, and Gender Divisions


Read: Kerber, 268-303 (345-357)


WSM Group 5 (Papers Due Feb 19)
Week 6


T Feb 10: Immigrant Women and Workers

Read: Kerber, 302-325, 342-344, 365-367


WSM Group 6 (Papers Due Feb 26)

R Feb 12: In Class Writing 2


Discussion of Tintori
Week 7


T Feb 17: Maternalist Politics during the Progressive Era


Read: Kerber, 327-344, 358-368


WSM Group 7 (Papers Due Mar 3)

R Feb 19: Midterm Review

Week 8


T Feb 24: Midterm Exam


R Feb 26: Begin Iron Jawed Angels


Read: Kerber, 358-364

WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH BEGINS

Week 9


T Mar 3: Finish Iron Jawed Angels


Read: Kerber 365-370


R Mar 6: Women in the “Roaring Twenties”


Read: Kerber, 379-398


WSM Group 8 (Papers Due Mar 24)

**Begin Reading Wakatsuki
Week 10: 


T Mar 10: Economic Challenges to Gender Roles in the 1930s


Read: Kerber, 423-446, 454-458 


WSM Group 9 (Papers Due Mar 26)

**W Mar 11 -- WHM Lecturer: Professor Kathy Cummings


R Mar 12: Women and World War II


Read: Kerber, 447-477

Week 11



**M Mar 16 -- WHM Lecturer: Professor Carrie Baker


T Mar 17 Carrie Baker to Class

Read her “Race, Class, and Sexual Harassment in the 1970s” 

· Come to class with 2 questions for her (that deal with her article. If you have gone to her talk on Monday, you may do one question on the talk and one question on the article.

· In addition, you may do a RR on this article which will count for 2 responses – that is, for example, RR3 and RR4).

R Mar 19: In Class Writing 3


Discussion of Wakatsuki

Week 12


T Mar 24: The African-American Freedom Struggle 


Read: Kerber, 532-546, 550-560


Civil Rights in Mississippi Website: Read Unita Blackwell’s Oral Interview http://www.lib.usm.edu/~spcol/crda/oh/blackwell.htm (p40-45 search “They had dogs too”


R Mar 26: Cold War Culture, Family, and Gender Ideals


Read: Kerber, 573-576, 500-531


WSM Group 10 (Due Apr 14)

**Begin Reading Aptheker

Week 13


T Mar 31: Second Wave Feminism

Read: Kerber, 537-551, 569-576, 598-604, 624-629, 641-64


WSM 11 (Due Apr 14)

R Apr 2 Women’s Liberation


Read: Kerber, 576-591, 604-623


WSM 12 (Due Apr 14)
Week 14


T Apr 14:  Women’s Bodies 


Read Kerber, 97-113, 250, 370-378, 591-593 (Skim again 423-428)


R Apr 16: In Class Writing 4

Discussion of Aptheker

Week 15

T Apr 21: Women, Work, and Home at the Turn of the Century


Read: Kerber, 641-647, 657-658, 677-691


Film: Chain of Love


R Apr 23: Conclusions

Final Exam will be a take home essay format due on Monday April 27, 12 Noon.











                


           

