Dr. Caroline Merithew








Office Address: 439 Humanities Building

Office Phone: 229-3047

Email Address: Caroline.Merithew@notes.udayton.edu
Office Hours: MW 1-2:30 and by appointment 

Website: academic.udayton.edu/CarolineMerithew 

HISTORY 198: GLOBALIZING U.S. HISTORY

A CASE FOR UNDERSTANDING THE WEST AND THE WORLD

Course Description
This Scholars’ Seminar starts with the premise that America’s history is a global one and that its historical narrative should be told through a world history framework.  Over the course of the semester, we focus on the integration of world and American history to: (1) understand the cultural, economic, political and social roots of America and the U.S. and (2) trace the trajectories of these global connections at the root of colonialism, capitalism, and the everyday life of a place and a nation. Primary and secondary source readings have been chosen to contextualize and compare world history when we understand America’s place in it.  History 198 is reading, writing, and thinking intensive – more importantly, the course’s functioning relies on student participation to propel our learning. As part of the Humanities Base, History 198 integrates the 4 themes that tie together the university’s HB curriculum: Autonomy and Responsibility; Community; Faith and Reason; and Human Beings and Nature.
Required Reading
Thomas Bender,  A Nation Among Nations

Carl Guarneri,  America Compared, Vol 2, 2nd Edition, 

Gary Reichard and Ted Dickson, ed. America on the World Stage 

Toni Morrison, A Mercy
Olaudah Equiano, The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano

Zitkala Sa, American Indian Stories

Pramoedya Ananta Toer, This Earth of Mankind
Marcia Davenport, Valley of Decision

Seiichi Higashide, Adios to Tears

Fawaz Turki, Disinherited

Course Goals
· To think historically and understand historical causation and contingency
· To identify the historical roots of world’s interconnectedness by focusing on the case of North America

· To draw connections over cultural, chronological, and geographical landscapes

· To assess the extent to which global interdependence among nations and cultures affected the way in which people lived their daily lives

· To compare political, economic, social, and family institutions to highlight commonalities and distinctions of these structures

· To ask informed questions about history and the world

· To Integrate the Humanities Base themes --  Autonomy and Responsibility; Community,  Faith and Reason,  and Human Beings and Nature – in historical context
Grading
Midterm Exam 


25%

Final Exam 


25%

Research Project

35%

Reading Presentation

5%

Participation 


10%

Course Policies
· Bring to class the books in which readings are assigned for that day.

· You must attend each class.  Ten percent of your participation grade is based on the following: (1) how well you incorporate readings and other course material into discussion, (2) your ability to clearly present your ideas and insights to the class, and (3) your willingness to listen to and interact with classmates to further understanding of the course material.  If you are not in class, you will not be able to meet these demands and your grade will suffer.  Students missing more than 2 classes during the semester will receive an automatic 5% reduction from their entire course grade for each additional class missed (e.g. miss 3 classes, 5% will be taken off your final grade; miss 4 classes, 10% will be taken off your final grade, etc.) 

· You cannot think if you do not read and you cannot write if you do not think.  The more you read, the clearer your thoughts will be. Therefore, you should keep a journal throughout the semester that reflects on course material. 

· You are responsible for doing readings for all days. If the class seems to be falling behind in reading, I will give pop-quizzes to get the class up to speed.

· Arrive to class on time.  It is rude to your peers and to me to interrupt lecture or discussion by walking in late.

· Do not walk in and out of the room (unless you feel physically ill) during class. If you need to leave early or will arrive late notify me beforehand for permission to do so.

· Abidance of UD’s Honor Pledge is mandatory. Remind yourself of the pledge.

“I understand that as a student of the University of Dayton, I am a member of our academic and social community.  I recognize the importance of my education and the value of experiencing life in such an integrated community.  I believe that the value of my education and degree is critically dependent upon the academic integrity of the university community, and so in order to maintain our academic integrity, I pledge to: (1) Complete all assignments and examinations by the guidelines given to me by my instructors; (2) Avoid plagiarism and any other form of misrepresenting someone else's work as my own; (3) Adhere to the Standards of Conduct as outlined in the Academic Honor Code. In doing this, I hold myself and my community to a higher standard of excellence, and set an example for my peers to follow. 

· Note: UD’s Student Handbook defines plagiarism as the following:  “Quoting directly from any source of material – including other students’ work and materials purchased from research consultants – without appropriately citing the source and identifying the quoted material; knowingly citing an incorrect source; using ideas (i.e. material other than information that is common knowledge) from any source of material – including other students’ work and materials purchased from research consultants – without citing the source and identifying the borrowed material.”  Student Handbook, Academic Information, p. 36)


If you have questions regarding plagiarism, please see me.

If you engage in any type of academic dishonesty, you will receive an F for the course.  For more information on the university’s policies and penalties for academic dishonesty, see: http://www/udayton.edu/~studev/studenthandbook/
Semester Schedule

Week 1


T Jan 6: Course Introductions


R Jan 8: Making and Interpreting History


Discussion of library work

Week 2


T Jan 13: Globalizing the World at Sea

Read Bender, 1-53; Shammas (in Reichard and Dickson – hereafter RD)


**Begin Reading Morrison

R Jan 15: The “Peculiar Institution” and World Slavery

Read Bender, 53-60; Morgan (in RD)

Week 3


T Jan 20: A Mercy Discussion

**Begin Reading Equiano


R Jan 22: America and the Contest of Empire

Read Bender, 61-79; Aron (in RD); Ša, “Impressions of Indian Childhood”
Week 4


T Jan 27: America in Revolutions

Read Bender, 79-115; Armitage (in RD)
           


R Jan 29: Religion and Western Abolitionism

Read Equiano (finish); Noll (in RD)

Week 5


T Feb 3: Making Nations in the 19th century

Read Bender, 116-181; Ayers (in RD)

**A List of Paper Topics will be Handed out Today


R Feb 5: Midterm Exam Review
Week 6


T Feb 10: Midterm Exam

**Continue reading Ša 

R Feb 12: The Nation as Empire

Read Bender 182-245

**Begin reading Davenport

***Paper Topics Due today

Week 7


T Feb 17: Victims and Agents in Empire

Read Guarneri, II; Ša (finish)

R Feb 19: Library Tour

**Continue reading Davenport (up to LX by Feb 26)

Week 8


T Feb 24: Industrialization and Global Capitalism

Read Guarneri, III 5 


R Feb 26: Excerpts from NY

**Begin reading Toer
Week 9


T Mar 3: Immigrants and the Working Class City


Read Sinke, (in RD); Guarneri IV


R Mar 6: Excerpts from NY
Week 10: 


T Mar 10: New Colonialism and Colonial Nationalism

Read Toer (finish); Guarneri V; Wolf (in RD)

R Mar 12: Global Progressivism

Read Bender, 246-295; Guarneri VI 11
Week 11



T Mar 17: Paper Meetings


**Finish Davenport


R Mar 19: World War I 

Read Guarneri, VI 12; Adas, “Contested Hegemony”  (Go to my ereserve HST103 Honors Globalism and you’ll find the article. Password is honors)


**Begin reading Higashide
Week 12


T Mar 24: The Global ‘20s and ‘30s

Read Guarneri VII and VIII 15


R Mar 26: Writing Day
Week 13


T Mar 31: WWII


Read Guarneri VIII 16, IX 18, Higashide (finish)


**Begin Reading Turki


R Apr 2: Cold War Hot Fights


Guarneri X
Week 14


T Apr 14:  America and World Order Challenges


Read Guarneri XI, Turki (finish) and Gaines (in RD)


R Apr 16: Your Papers Due in Class

Film TBA


Week 15

T Apr 21: The U.S. and the World


Read Guarneri XII, Rupp (in RD)


R Apr 23: Conclusions


Bender, 296-301
FINAL EXAM: 


9 AM section – Monday, April 27, 2:30-4:20


10:30 AM section – Monday, April 27, 12:20-2:10

