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During the summer of 2008, I was lucky enough to be given the opportunity to 
work abroad in Radolfzell, Germany with the Carl Duisberg Centren.  CDC allowed me 
to experience how my future field, foreign language education, is viewed and applied 
internationally through personal contact with the teachers, staff, and students at the 
school.  Over the course of the summer I was given the opportunity with another CDS 
participant to teach English classes to international students, which allowed both of us 
first hand experience that is often hard to find. 

 
 

  
Outside of teaching our English classes, my company gave me the chance to 

observe German classes with their faculty. Because I was given this opportunity, I was 
able to continue research I was doing at my University regarding foreign language 
methods and approaches used in Europe in comparison to the United States of America.  I 
found these experiences priceless since I could see first hand a new approach to teaching 
foreign languages.  After spending time observing in class, I was encouraged by the head 
of the school to work closely with a faculty member to develop a lesson for a mid-level 
German class.  During this collaboration, I learned how the school structured lessons, was 
able to teach a lesson to a class of about twenty international students, and received 
feedback on my lesson and teaching from an experienced professional.  I was also able to 
collaborate with the other CDS participant to teach several classes to the very beginner 
level students in the afternoons in German.  We were guided by a faculty member and 
were given an immense amount of experience during this period. 
 Finally, during the final month of our internship, the other participant and I took 
on an entirely different role—camp counselors for an English speaking summer camp.  
The camp was made of German children ages 10-15, who were attempting to better their 
English skills during the summer break.  We helped lead free time activities, worked with 
placement testing, classes, administrative activities, and even slept in real teepees!  Free 
time activities involved pedal boating, hiking, canoeing, sports, visiting neighboring 
castles, juggling and circus activities, and karate.  Needless to say, I had new experiences 
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at the camp with the participants and it was amazingly fun.  During the camp I worked 
with four Germans around my age, the other CDS participant, and another English 
speaker from New Zealand.  I often felt as if I was learning just as much from the other 
counselors and kids as the participants were learning from me.  I really enjoyed my time 
during this camp, and it never felt like work! 

 
 
 

 
 

Counselors and Participants of the Englisch-Abenteur Camp 

At the teepee building before the English-Abenteur Camp 



 I cannot stress enough how this opportunity gave me priceless experience for my 
future career.  My ultimate goal is to teach the German language in the United States, and 
I was given the opportunity for observation, reflection, and practice.  My company 
allowed me to practice teaching in both English and German to students of both low and 
mid levels.  I also got to be a part of the teacher conferences, workshops, and 
development throughout the summer, and I could not have asked for a better experience. 
 Not only did I learn more than I hoped for from my host company, I was also 
lucky enough to better my German skills in my apartment!  My host company arranged 
for me to stay in a “Wohngemeinshaft” with the other CDS participant and three 
Germans ages 18-22.  They introduced us to different activities for people our age, social 
circles, and helped us acclimate ourselves to our new city.  My living situation was 
absolutely ideal—two minute walk to my work, living with young locals, and our 
apartment was always full of activity!  Having my own room was also wonderful because 
it gave me the opportunity to work on my research project, while still being able to 
practice my German skills with my very social roommates!  

 
 
 
 
 
The Lake Constance area was absolutely beautiful and provided me with 

countless opportunities to be outside on the water, ride ferries across the lake, and even 
ride the 200km around the lake on a bike tour with my German friends!  When I was not 
staying around my quaint town of Radolfzell, I was traveling all around Germany.  I was 
able to visit Berlin, Cologne, Munich, Meersburg, Freiburg, the island Mainau, 
Constance, and even Schaffhausen and Zurich in Switzerland!  Occasionally I traveled 
alone to these cities, which gave me a new perspective on aspects of German life; 
however, I often traveled with the other CDS participant to meet other participants and 
friends all over the country.  Fortunately I knew CDS participants by Cologne and 
Hannover! 

My German roommates, the other CDS participant, and I on our bike tour 
around Lake Constance. 



 
 

 
I could not have participated in the CDS program without the help of the CDS 

scholarship.  Because of the nature of my company, a speaking school, I did not receive 
monetary support from the company in terms of free housing or a steady pay; however, 
through a research grant from my university and through the CDS scholarship I was able 
to fund the program from my own resources.  The funding covered nearly all of my living 
expenses during the trip outside of my flight and housing arrangement.  

If I was given the opportunity to go participate in a CDS program again 
tomorrow, I would not wait a second before I accepted.  This experience has changed and 
shaped my life in a dramatic way through developing my cultural awareness, language 
skills, social skills, and career skills.  Not only did I develop my skills and awareness, I 
was also able to make international connections all over the world, which are completely 
invaluable and would not have been created without CDS. 
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Three other CDS participants and I at the Berlin Zoo on a weekend trip 


