
Frequently Asked Piano Questions 

Q.  Can anyone take piano lessons at UD? 

A.  Yes, just register as you would for any other course.  

If you sign up after the semester begins, there is a chance you won’t get a teacher, or your 
previous teacher may already be full. This is due to high enrollment. 

Q.  Do I need special permission? 

A.  No.  

Q.  Do I need to talk to somebody? 

A.  No. If you read all this and still have questions, feel free to inquire at the music 
office. They have add forms available for you to fill out and take to the registrar.   

Q.  Are there any special fees? 

A.  No, only your books, like any other class. 

Q.  Are lessons private or in a group?  

A.  You choose. In private lessons (MUS 399, section 01) you see your instructor for a 
half-hour lesson once a week for the semester.  This gives you one hour of course 
credit. Register for MUS 399 Piano Performance, section 01, for one credit.   

If you want longer lessons and more credit, you can sign up for a weekly 45-minute 
lesson for two hours credit.   For two credits, register for MUS 399 Piano Performance, 
section 02.  The two-credit lesson requires a jury each semester, and is normally for 
students with previous keyboard study.  

If you become really serious, you can sign up for a one-hour weekly lesson, which earns 
you four credits. This is for Music majors specializing in Performance, but has 
occasionally been done by others with special permission. The course number is MUS 
499. 

If you prefer group lessons, you can have a 50-minute class once a week with a small 
group of other students.  This is a one-credit class, aimed at non-Music major beginners 
who want to learn piano basics and note reading.  For this, sign up for MUS 196 Group 
Piano I. For Music majors working toward the Keyboard Competency Exam, the four 
semesters of Functional Keyboard Skills 296, 297, 298, 299 are the best fit. 

In general, if you are already fairly good at the piano, you'll probably be happier in 
private lessons.   



 Q.  I'm not very good - will that count against me? 

A.  No, we take our students from where they are.   

Q.  I’m a total beginner.  Can I still take private piano lessons? 

A.  Yes.   

Q.  I’m very advanced.  Can I still take private piano lessons? 

A.  Yes!   

Q.  Can I take piano pass/fail? 

A.  Yes, but if you put in a good effort your grade should reflect that.  

Q.  If my major is MUT or MUE, do I need to take piano even if my advisor neglected to 
mention it? 

A   Yes.  You need this competency for your profession, and the lack of it will hurt your 
chances of finding a job or being successful in your work. Please advise your advisor – 
once in a while they forget!  

Q.  Do I have to perform? 

A.  In group piano or private lessons for one-hour credit, no.  For the two-hour credit with 
45-minute lessons, yes, you will play a jury at the end of the semester as your final 
exam. Music Majors also perform in Fridays at One after the 1st semester.  

Q.  What's a jury? 

A.  Students taking piano for two or four hours credit have a final exam that consists of a 
short performance before a jury of piano faculty. Students play one piece (or two small 
pieces) by memory for the jury and receive written comments. Your jury performance 
may influence but doesn’t determine your final grade, which is given by your instructor 
and based on your work all semester.  

Q.  Admit it, this so-called ‘piano jury’ is really a Death Panel, and the agenda is to get 
rid of all the weaker pianists.  

A.  Absolutely not. Juries give valuable performance experience and feedback, as well as 
provide a final exam for the course. You’ve been watching FOX again, right? We can 
tell.  

Q.  When are piano juries? 



A.  Monday morning of finals week. I post a sign-up sheet well before this so you have 
plenty of time to sign up. 

Q.  Do missed lessons or classes count against me? 

A.  Yes if they become excessive, just as in any other course. Let your teacher know well 
in advance if you have to miss a lesson.  

Q.  I play well and want to earn money accompanying. Can I do that? 

A.  Yes, we can always use good accompanists!  If you want to find singers or 
instrumentalists to work with, give them your name at the Music Office. They maintain a 
list which is posted in several places, including the Keyboard announcement board, 
across from Fitz 486. 

Q.  Are there practice rooms? 

A.  Yes, on the 4th floor of Fitz Hall. The Chapel is sometimes free. ArtStreet and several 
dorms also have a piano for practice. 

Q.  I registered for private piano lessons. Who is my teacher? 

A.  Check the bulletin board outside room Fitz Hall 486 the first or second day of the 
semester. The rosters will be posted – find your name and your teacher assignment. The 
instructions on the board explain how to contact your teacher or sign up for your lessons.  

Q. There’s more than one teacher? 

A.  Yes, our piano faculty includes Dr. Andrea Arese-Elias, Prof. John Benjamin, Dr. 
Randall Wolfe, and Dr. Eric Street, who coordinates the keyboard area. You can check 
out faculty bios on the Department of Music web page.  The Music Dept. also offers 
private lessons in Jazz piano with Prof. Phillip Burkhead. It’s OK to take both if you have 
the practice time. 

Q.  So it’s the student’s responsibility to contact the teacher? 

A.  Yes. Contact your teacher the first day of the semester. The sooner you do this, the 
better choice you will have for lesson times.  

Q.  What if I want to study with a particular teacher? 

A.  Leave a written message with your name, teacher preference, and years of piano in 
the music office for Dr. Street well BEFORE the first day of classes. He normally honors 
all teacher requests unless the instructor you want is full or does not wish to work with 
you. 



Q.  What if I don’t care who my teacher is? 

A.  Then don’t request anybody. You will be assigned a teacher. Check the bulletin board 
outside Fitz Hall 486 the first or second day of the semester. 

Q.  What if I want to switch teachers? 

A.  Dr. Street coordinates Keyboard Studies. Send him a written request before the 
beginning of the semester.  He always honors such requests when possible. However, 
there’s no switching once the semester is underway, so get your act together in time. Be 
sure to tell your present teacher, too.  

Q.  What do I do after I set up a lesson time? 

A.  Practice! In addition, tune in to 88.1 FM for great music most of the day. You can 
listen to CD’s in the MALL and you are encouraged to attend UD piano recitals as well 
as other cultural events. These are posted outside Fitz Hall 486 and elsewhere in the 
building.  

Q. I’m freaking out – I have to take a Keyboard Competency and I don’t know when they 
are!!! 

A. Take a deep breath and let it out slowly. Actually, you need to pass two tests: 
Keyboard Competency I & Keyboard Competency II. Register for them as you would 
any other course. They are ALWAYS given finals week each semester, with slots 
available on Monday afternoon and Tuesday afternoon.  

Sign-up sheets are posted well in advance, so your only real concern is practicing your 
skills. Check the Music Handbook or the Keyboard announcement board to see what’s 
required. And don’t forget to register first! You can’t get a grade for a course when 
you’re not registered.  

Q.  I’ve read all this and I still totally don’t have a clue. 

A.  Start practicing the piano for an hour each day.  Numerous studies indicate that this 
helps develop intelligence in areas other than Music! 

 


